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more people. Finding genes with small effects
requires that a lot of people be studied, Paternoster
points out, and that could be hard to do because
there aren’t many studies where DNA was collected
and MRIs were done.
Budowle is optimistic that within 2 to 5 years,
some form of facial reconstruction with DNA will be
possible. But that certainly is not possible now,
Paternoster says: “The variability in this study only
explains a very tiny proportion of the variability in
face shape, and so cannot be used to predict the
face shape.”
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