U N I T   1  :   C O N N E C T I N G   T H E   D O T S 

WH.H.1 Apply the four interconnected dimensions of historical thinking to the United States History Essential Standards in order to understand the creation and development of the United States over time. 
Concept(s): Historical Thinking, Creation, Development 
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	STANDARD
	WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
	STUDENT SHOULD UNDERSTAND

	1.1
Use Chronological Thinking to: 

1. Identify the structure of a historical narrative or story: (its beginning, middle and end) 

2. Interpret data presented in time lines and create time lines 
	1. Chronological thinking is the foundation of historical reasoning—the ability to examine relationships among historical events and to explain historical causality. 


	· Deconstruct the temporal structure (its beginning, middle, and end) of various types of historical narratives or stories. Thus, students will be able to think forward from the beginning of an event, problem, or issue through its development, and anticipate some outcome; or to work backward from some issue, problem, or event in order to explain its origins or development over time. 

· Interpret data presented in time lines in order to identify patterns of historical succession (change) and historical duration (continuity). 

· Create time lines to record events according to the temporal order in which they occurred and to reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration. 



	1.2
Use Historical Comprehension to: 

1. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage 

2. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations 

3. Analyze data in historical maps 

4. Analyze visual, literary and musical sources 
	1. Historical passages are primary sources that provide first-hand testimony or direct evidence concerning a topic under investigation. 

2. Historical narratives are researched stories or accounts that describe or interpret historical events. 

3. Comprehending a historical passage requires that it be read to reveal the humanity of the individuals and groups who lived in the past. What, for example, were their motives and intentions, their values and ideas, their hopes, doubts, fears, strengths, and weaknesses? 
4. Comprehending a historical passage or narrative requires the appreciation for and the development of historical perspective—judging the past in consideration of the historical context in which the events unfolded and not solely in terms of personal and/or contemporary norms and values. How then did the social, political, cultural, or economic world of certain individuals and groups possibly influence their motives and intentions, their values 


	· Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences or outcomes followed. 

· Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations but acknowledge that the two are related; that the facts the historian reports are selected and reflect therefore the historian's judgment of what is most significant about the past. 

· Analyze historical data and sources beyond written passages or narratives in order to clarify, illustrate or elaborate on data presented in historical passages or narratives. This data includes historical maps. 

· Analyze historical data and sources beyond written passages or narratives in order to clarify, illustrate or elaborate on data presented in historical passages or narratives. This data includes, but is not limited to, visual, mathematical, and quantitative data presented in a variety of graphic organizers, photographs, political cartoons, paintings, music and architecture. 



	STANDARD
	WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
	STUDENT SHOULD UNDERSTAND

	1.3
Use Historical Analysis and Interpretation to: 

1. Identify issues and problems in the past 

2. Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past 

3. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation. 

4. Evaluate competing historical narratives and debates among historians. 

5. Evaluate the influence of the past on contemporary issues 
	1. Historical analysis involves more than a single source. Such an analysis would involve a rich variety of historical documents and artifacts that present alternative voices, accounts, and interpretations or perspectives on the past. 

2. The study of history is subject to an individual’s interpretation of past events, issues, and problems. There is usually no one right answer, one essential fact, or one authoritative interpretation that can be used to explain the past. 

3. Historians may differ on the facts they incorporate in the development of their narratives and disagree as well on how those facts are to be interpreted. Thus, written history is a “dialogue” among historians, not only about what happened but about the historical interpretation of why and how events unfolded. 

4. Historical issues are frequently value-laden and subsequently create opportunities to consider the moral convictions that possibly contributed to those actions taken by individuals and groups in the past. 

5. The past inevitably has a degree of relevance to one’s own times. 


	· Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, values, perspectives, and points of view of those involved in the situation. Consequently, the student will be able to use criteria to judge the past in consideration of the historical context in which the events unfolded and not solely in terms of personal and/or contemporary norms and values. 

· Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past by demonstrating their differing motives, beliefs, interests, hopes, and fears. 

· Analyze past events in terms of cause and effect relationships. The student will be able to consider multiple causes of past events by demonstrating the importance of the individual in history; the influence of ideas, human interests, and beliefs; and the role of chance, the accidental and the irrational. 

· Use specific criteria to critique competing historical interpretations of past events in order to differentiate between expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses grounded in historical evidence. 

· Use specific criteria to judge the relevance of the past to contemporary events and their own lives through a variety of classroom settings such as debates, simulations, and seminars. 



	1.4
Use Historical Research to: 

1. Formulate historical questions 

2. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources 

3. Support interpretations with historical evidence 

4. Construct analytical essays using historical evidence to support arguments. 
	1. Historical inquiry, the research or investigation of past events, often begins with a historical question. Historical questions typically address “how” and/or “why” past decisions were made, past actions were taken, or past events occurred. 

2. Historical inquiry, the research or investigation of past events, requires the acquisition and analysis of historical data and documents beyond the classroom textbook. 

3. Historical inquiry, the research or investigation of past events, will allow them to analyze preexisting interpretations, to raise new questions about an historical event, to investigate the perspectives of those whose voices do not appear in the textbook accounts, or to investigate an issue that the textbook largely or in part bypassed. 
	· Formulate historical questions by deconstructing a variety of sources, such as historical narratives and passages, including eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other records from the past. 

· Collect historical data from a variety of sources, to help answer historical questions. These sources include library and museum collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and the like; documentary films, oral testimony from living witnesses, censuses, tax records, city directories, statistical compilations, and economic indicators. 

· Interpret historical data, construct reasoned arguments and draw conclusions using historical evidence collected from a variety of sources. 

· Create analytical essays that demonstrate historical interpretations, analysis, conclusions, and supporting evidence from a variety of sources. 


